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COVID-19 & Cancer
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COVID-19 & Cancer
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Prioritizing cancer care
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NCI COVID-19 in Cancer Patients Study (NCCAPS)

742
TRIAL SITES 

ACTIVATED 

IN 

49
STATES AND 

PUERTO RICO

136
PATIENTS

SCREENED

96 
ENROLLED

Figures as of August 24, 2020. 
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Adapting Clinical Trials during the Pandemic

• Patient care can be transferred to different 

participating study sites

• Local healthcare providers can provide study 

activities to provide continuity of care 

(oversight by responsible investigator)

• NCI and trial sites can ship oral drugs directly 

to patients

• Alternative procedures that do not 

compromise safety or the integrity of the study 

will be considered minor deviations

• NCI CIRB supports “remote” informed 

consent: telephone discussion in conjunction 

with patient signature on written document 
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NCTN Trial Accrual: 2/3/20 to 8/23/20
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COVID-19, Cancer, & Telehealth

How telehealth affects the safety and quality 

of care, and how the regulatory landscape 

will look when the COVID-19 public health 

emergency is behind us, remain open 

questions that deserve continued 

observation.

Telemedicine for Cancer Care in the Time of COVID-19
Trevor J. Royce, MD, MS, MPH; Hanna K. Sanoff, MD, 
MPH; Amar Rewari, MD, MBA. JAMA Oncol. Published 
online July 16, 2020. 
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Request for Information – July 2020
Scientific Gaps and Research Needs Related to Delivery of Cancer-related 
Care via Telehealth (Notice NOT-CA-20-080)

Solicited

• Scientific gaps that need to be 

addressed as cancer-related care via 

telehealth becomes a more common 

part of routine clinical practice. 

• New resources or approaches needed 

to address gaps. 

46 

responses

Focused on equity and access, innovative care delivery models, 

best practices, provider training, and patient education

• Enduring and sustainable 

evidence-based approaches in 

the use of telehealth to advance 

cancer prevention, detection, 

and control rather than short-

term responses to the current 

pandemic.
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Emergency Support for Postdoctoral Fellows during COVID-19

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): NOT-CA-20-082

Administrative supplements to cover 

salary for a postdoctoral fellow whose 

stipend support from a non-profit 

funder has been lost because of the 

COVID-19 global pandemic. 
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Cancer Grand Challenges

NCI and Cancer Research 

UK plan to announce the list 

of new challenges in 

October 2020. 

Expressions of interest from 

research teams for the new 

challenges are expected to 

be accepted from October 

2020 through April 2021.
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WORKING 

GROUP  2:

Ensuring 

Diversity of 

Thought and 

Background in 

the Cancer 

Research 

Workforce 

WORKING 

GROUP  3:

Promoting an 

Inclusive and 

Equitable 

Community at 
NCI 

WORKING 

GROUP  1:

Enhancing 

Research to 

Address Cancer 

Health 

Disparities 

NCI Equity Council
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Lung cancer mortality

AUGUST 13, 2020
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Lung cancer mortality
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NCI Cancer Research Data Commons

datacommons.cancer.gov
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caninecommons.cancer.gov

Integrated Canine Data Commons



Fiscal Year 2022 

cancer.gov/research/annual-plan





PROFESSIONAL 
JUDGMENT 
BUDGET 
PROPOSAL FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2022

Dollars in millions
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NCI Research Project Grants (RPG) Funding and R01 Paylines 

* RPG funding levels exclude small business grant set-asides.
† FY 2021 appropriations not yet finalized. 
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2021

50th Anniversary 

of the 

National Cancer Act 

of 1971



Discussion


