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• Identify and promote new promising research 
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progress 
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Human Epigenome Workshop - June 15-18, 2005
Peter A. Jones and Rob Martiennsen, Co-Chairpersons

 Epigenetic mechanisms outnumber the genetic mutations 
that lead to cancer

 High-throughput technologies are now available to 
examine epigenetic modifications on a genome-wide 
basis

• AACR is fostering progress by forming a Task Force to 
address this area internationally
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Cancer Stem Cells Workshop - February 1-4, 2006
Michael F. Clarke and Geoffrey M. Wahl, Co-Chairpersons

• Goal: To uncover the relationship between stem cells 
and cancer and to identify opportunities for future 
development and clinical applications

• Topics included: cancer stem cell origin, identification, 
and assays; interactions with niche; mechanisms of 
plasticity; self-renewal pathways; genomics and 
epigenomics; targeting cancer stem cells with novel 
therapies
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• AACR Special Conference on Tumor Immunology: An 
Integrated Perspective (October 4-8, 2006 in Miami, FL)
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the External Immunology Expert Steering Committee 
and NCI

• Planning a joint Think Tank with NCI on inflammation 
and cancer, possibly leading to a larger meeting
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relevant to cancer
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• DC office for government relations – to be opened in 2006
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NO, we are not doing enough 72%
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40% of all living Americans will have cancer in their 
lifetimes, increasing to 50% by 2010.                            
Are we doing enough to fund cancer research?

YES, we are doing enough 19%

NO, we are not doing enough 72%

Don’t know/NA 9%

AACR-LAF National Poll ResultsAACR-LAF National Poll Results



Would you favor or oppose increasing Federal 
funding for cancer research? 

Strongly favor 52%

Somewhat favor 28%

Somewhat oppose 9%

Strongly oppose 8%

Don’t know 4% 

Would you favor or oppose increasing Federal 
funding for cancer research? 

Strongly favor 52%

Somewhat favor 28%

Somewhat oppose 9%

Strongly oppose 8%

Don’t know 4% 

AACR-LAF National Poll ResultsAACR-LAF National Poll Results



• Place emphasis on projects of the highest payoff

• Offer a speedy and efficient peer review process

• Leverage significant new funding from industry and 
individuals for critical scientific projects
– V Foundation-AACR Grants in Translational Cancer Research

– New AACR-Jeannik M. Littlefield Fund for Metastatic Colon 
Cancer Research

• Place emphasis on projects of the highest payoff

• Offer a speedy and efficient peer review process

• Leverage significant new funding from industry and 
individuals for critical scientific projects
– V Foundation-AACR Grants in Translational Cancer Research

– New AACR-Jeannik M. Littlefield Fund for Metastatic Colon 
Cancer Research

New AACR Program: Expedited Funding 
for Innovative Cancer Research

New AACR Program: Expedited Funding 
for Innovative Cancer Research



• Established in 1907 as the first 
organization in the world dedicated to 
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the value of cancer research and its 
impact on the cancer patient/survivor
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