
NCI Director’s Report
Norman E. Sharpless, M.D.

June 26, 2018



2

Updates
Budget, Congressional interactions, Annual 
Report to the Nation, Leadership
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NCI Appropriations FY 2014-2019 
(in millions)
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FY 2018 NCI Budget Overview 
(dollars in thousands)

Appropriation Increase over FY 20171

FY 2017 Enacted $5,389,329

FY 2018 Enacted $5,664,800

Appropriation Increase $275,471

Estimated Increase, as of 6/22/2018

Taps, Assessments, Transfers, Salaries & Benefits $37,900

Small Business Set Aside $10,000

Additional Investments in the RPG Pool $147,000

Centers and SPOREs $20,000

Targeted Research Opportunities $60,571

Total $275,471

1 Does not include 

$300M 21st Century 

Cures funding for 

Cancer Moonshot 
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FY 2018 NCI Budget Overview

Targeted Research Opportunities1

Genomic Profiling of Lung Cancer in Never Smokers in General & Special Populations

The Cancer Imaging Archive

Data Integration and Analysis for APOLLO

Glioblastoma Research Pilot Project

New Onset Diabetes (NOD) Cohort Biorepository

Cancer Research Education Grants to Promote Diversity (R25’s)

1 This table does not represent the entire population of Targeted Research Opportunities in FY 2018, 

but rather a select few
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Senate 

Appropriations 

Labor-HHS 

Subcommittee 

Hearing on 

FY19 NIH 

Budget – May 

17, 2018

House 

Appropriations 

Labor-HHS 

Subcommittee 

Hearing on 

FY19 NIH 

Budget –

April 11, 2018
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Senator Jack Reed 

(D-RI) visit to NCI 

– May 1, 2018
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Leadership Changes

Jeffrey S. Abrams, MD Deborah K. Mayer, PhD, 

RN, AOCN, FAAN

Edward L. Trimble, MD, 

MPH
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For developing initiatives and collaborating with low- and 
middle-income countries to support cancer control planning, 
build capacity and support cancer research and training. 

Edward L. Trimble, MD, MPH
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NCI Center for Global Health

Interim leadership

Robert T. 

Croyle, PhD

Thomas G. 

Gross, MD, PhD
Lisa Stevens, PhD Douglas R. 

Lowy, MD
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NCAB Ad Hoc Working Groups

Global 
Health

SBIR/
STTR

Data Science 
Working 
Group

Population Sciences, 
Epidemiology, and 
Disparities Working 
Group (new)
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Cancer Moonshot

21st Century Cures Act 

Authorized Funding for 

Cancer Moonshot

Dec. 2016

NCI Teams, Leaders & BSA Develop 

& Review Scientific Proposals Aligned 

with BRP Recommendations

Apr.-Jun. 2017

$300M Awarded

FY2018 FOAs Released

Fall 2017

Blue Ribbon Panel 

Recommendations

Sept. 2016
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Notable NCI Research

NCI study finds gut 

microbiome can control 

antitumor immune 

function in liver

NCI study revises 

molecular classification 

for most common type 

of lymphoma

NIH completes in-depth 

genomic analysis of 33 

cancer types
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Immune 
recognition 
of somatic 
mutations leading 
to complete 
durable regression 
in metastatic 
breast cancer
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NCI at ASCO
•

•

MATCH NF1
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Trial Assigning IndividuaLized
Options for TReatment (TAILORx)

“I think it’s been well spent”

- Dinah S. Singer, Ph.D.
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Key Focus Areas

Fully realize the power of clinical trials 

through innovative design, 

administration, and analyses

C L I N I C AL  T R I AL S

Support the cancer research enterprise 

by focusing on the workforce of cancer 

investigators

W O R K F O R C E  D E V E L O P M E N T

Reaffirm our commitment to basic 

science to drive novel approaches and 

technologies

B AS I C  S C I E N C E

Increase data aggregation and 

interpretation to speed our work across 

the cancer enterprise

B I G  D ATA
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RAS

Basic Science: 
Frederick National Lab Updates

CryoEM Frederick Cell Facility
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Workforce Training & Development

• Ensure diversity and representation

• Encourage training of the right skills (Ks and Rs)

• Set aside R01 funding for early-stage investigators (ESIs)

• Method to Extend Research in Time (MERIT) – R37
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Early Stage Investigators

NCI recognizes that Early Stage Investigators (ESI) face challenges.

In addition to increased ESI payline, NCI is announcing its new use

of the MERIT Award in 2018.

The award gives eligible investigators applying for first R01 the

opportunity to obtain up to seven years of grant funding (5+2)

This will provide critical time for ESIs to launch their careers and

become more established before attempting renewal.

MERIT
Method to Extend 

Research in Time

R37 Award
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NIH Next 

Generation 

Researchers 

Initiative
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Big Data: 
Data Infrastructure Investments
• Cancer Cloud Resources

• Data Commons Framework Services

• New reporting tools for better insight into active clinical trials

• Recommitment to DOE collaboration* 

• Prototype CRDC nodes for imaging and proteomics*

• Collaborations that enable integration of EHR and insurance 

claims data with SEER*

*Supported by funds authorized by the 21st Century CURES Act. 



27

Big Data: Expanded SEER Program 
Contract Awards
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MATCH

LungMAP

ALCHEMIST
Pediatric 

MATCH

NCI-MPACT

Clinical Trials
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NAVIGATE
NCI and VA Interagency Group 

to Accelerate Trials Enrollment

NAVIGATE will make it easier for 

veterans to access state-of-the-art 

treatments via clinical trials by bringing 

the trials to them, rather than seeking 

treatment outside of the Veterans 

Health Administration.  



cancer.gov

cancer.gov/espanol


