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White House OMB 

coordinates with 

federal agencies 

to formulate the 

President’s budget 
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Congressional 

appropriations 

committees 

consider 

President’s 

proposal & 

prepare legislation

Congress 
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finalizes 

appropriations 

legislation & sends 

to the President

President signs 

the appropriations 

bill into law 

making funds 

available for 

NIH & NCI
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NCI Response to COVID-19

• Flexibilities and opportunities for grantees, especially trainees

• Guidance for cancer clinical trials 

• SARS-CoV-2 serology research

• NCI COVID-19 in Cancer Patients Study (NCCAPS)

• Genomic studies of COVID-19 outcomes

• Clinical trials of immunomodulatory agents

https://www.cancer.gov/coronavirus-researchers
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COVID-19 Serology Research 

RFA-CA-20-038

SARS-CoV-2 Serological 

Sciences Centers of Excellence 

(U54 Clinical Trial Optional)

RFA-CA-20-039

Research Projects in SARS-

CoV-2 Serological Sciences 

(U01 Clinical Trial Optional)

Serological Sciences Network 
for COVID-19 (SeroNet)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-CA-20-038.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-CA-20-039.html
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Cancer & COVID-19 Natural History 

• 448 trial sites activated 

as of June 12

• Aim to enroll 2,000 

patients

• NCT04387656

NCI COVID-19 in Cancer 

Patients Study (NCCAPS)
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Impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on long-term 
trends in cancer statistics

Delayed 
Diagnosis 

• Reduced screening 
• Reduced follow-up on suspicious 

findings from screening
• Reduced visits to address 

symptoms

Treatment Delay
Increased Mortality

Deferred Care • Postponed surgery
• Postponed radiation
• Postponed chemotherapy

Treatment Delay
Increased Mortality 

Reduced / Non-
Standard care

• Less intense chemotherapy
• Neo-adjuvant chemo instead of 

immediate surgery

Reduced Response
Increased Mortality

Reduced 

access to 

care 
• Uninsured

• Under-insured

• Underserved 

populations
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Modeling Potential Effects of the Pandemic on 
Cancer Mortality
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Percent Excess Breast and Colorectal Cancer Deaths Per Year 

Compared to a Scenario without Delayed Screening and Diagnosis

Breast Cancer

Colorectal Cancer

Courtesy of Dr. Eric Feuer, NCI & CISNET.
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Liver Cancer Screening
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Pancreatic Cancer & New Onset Diabetes 

About 1 in 100 people 

with new onset diabetes are 

diagnosed with pancreatic 

cancer within 3 years of 

their diabetes diagnosis

New Onset Diabetes Study
With the National Institute of Diabetes and 

Digestive and Kidney Diseases

Cohort study recruiting 10,000 

people aged 50-85 with newly 

diagnosed diabetes (439 enrolled to 

date) 

Enrolling at 12 sites in 9 states

Partnering with Pancreatic Cancer 

Action Network

1 in 4 people 

diagnosed with 

pancreatic 

cancer were first 

diagnosed with 

diabetes.
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Leadership Updates

Philip E. Castle, Ph.D.

Director 

Division of Cancer Prevention

Emily S. Tonorezos, MD, MPH

Director 

Office of Cancer Survivorship



NCI Presents 13 Research 
Concepts to Board 

of Scientific Advisors
Dr. Paulette Gray

Cancer Research in 
the Era of COVID-19

Dr. Dinah Singer

Cancer Research Training 
in the Era 

of COVID-19
Dr. Oliver Bogler

NCI Bottom Line: A Blog About Grants & More
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Thank you! 


