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Monica M. Bertagnolli, M.D.

Named Director of the 
National Cancer Institute

New NCI Director

Started Monday,  October 3,  2022
First woman to hold the 
posit ion of  NCI  Director

Professional History

▪ Harvard Medical  School - Richard E.  Wilson Professor of  Surgery in 
f ield of  surgical  oncology at  Br igham and Women’s Hospital ,  Boston

▪ Surgeon,  Br igham and Women’s Hospital  

▪ Attending surgeon,  New York -Presbyterian Hospital/Weil l  Cornel l  
Medical  Center

▪ Member,  Gastrointestinal  Cancer Treatment and Sarcoma Centers  at  
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,  Boston

▪ Cancer researcher 

Education

▪ M.D.,  Univers ity of  Utah School  of  Medicine

▪ B.S. ,  Engineering,  Pr inceton Univers ity

▪ Residency:  Br igham and Women’s Hospital  
UPDATE:
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▪ In 2022, President Biden announced a reignition of Cancer MoonshotSM

highlighting new goals to reduce the cancer death rate by half within 25 years and 
improve the lives of those impacted by cancer

▪ More to be done to:

▪ Diagnose cancer sooner
▪ Prevent cancer
▪ Address inequities
▪ Target the right treatments to the right patients
▪ Speed progress against the most deadly and rare cancers

including childhood cancers
▪ Support patients, caregivers, and survivors
▪ Learn from all patients
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Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences (DCCPS) 
Crosscutting Areas of Focus

Health Equity Data Strategies Modifiable Risk Factors

Climate Change Evidence-based Policy Digital Health
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Behavioral Research Program (BRP) Organizational Leadership

Dr. Susan Czajkowski
Health Behaviors 

Research Branch

Dr. Neal Freedman
Tobacco Control 

Research Branch

Dr. Robin Vanderpool
Health Communication and 

Informatics Research Branch

Dr. Paige Green
Basic Biobehavioral and 

Psychological Sciences Branch

Dr. William Klein 

Associate Director

Dr. Linda Nebeling

Deputy Associate

Director

Dr. Richard Moser

Fellowship Training/

Research Methods 

Coordinator

Dr. Paul Han

Senior Scientist
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Neal Freedman
Ph.D., M.P.H.

Education

▪ M.P.H.,  Harvard School of  Public Health

▪ Ph.D.,  Biomedical  Sciences,  Univers ity of  Cal i fornia,  San Francisco

▪ Postdoctoral  training:  Divis ion of  Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics  
(DCEG) Cancer Prevention Fel lowship

Professional History

▪ Molecular  epidemiologist studying the r isks  of  tobacco products and 
other exposures for  cancer and chronic disease 

▪ Tenured senior investigator,  Metabol ic  Epidemiology Branch,  DCEG

▪ Investigator,  Nutr it ional  Epidemiology Branch,  DCEG

▪ Recently served as the principal  investigator for  the etiologic 
component of  the 155,000 -person NCI Prostate,  Lung,  Colorectal,  
and Ovarian Cancer Screening Tr ia l  (PLCO)

▪ Led recent Connect for  Cancer Prevention team and an interagency,  
mult idiscipl inary team of  col laborators to track and visual ize COVID -
19 Seroprevalence Studies 

Named Chief of the Tobacco 
Control Research Branch within 

the Behavioral Research Program

New Branch Chief
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▪ Quitting smoking is among the most 
effective treatment options for 
improving the likelihood of survival, 
quality of life, and overall health of 
people with cancer who smoke

▪ Scientific editorial committee:

▪ Timothy Baker, PhD
▪ Michael Fiore, MD, MPH, MBA
▪ Anne Joseph, MD, MPH
▪ Monica Webb Hooper, PhD
▪ Gordon Willis, PhD 

▪ Tobacco Control Monograph #24 will 
focus on understanding the effects of 
alcohol use across the tobacco control 
continuum

7

Released June 2022
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NCI’s Smokefree.gov Initiative (SFGI)
▪ SFGI offers a suite of free web- and mobile-based smoking cessation resources that 

provide evidence-based information and support to people who use tobacco and 
want to quit 

▪ Smokefree.gov resources reached ~7-8 million people in 2022

▪ Now developing resources to support cessation of menthol tobacco products for 
African Americans and other groups who disproportionately use these products

▪ Recent accomplishments:

▪ National Text Portal (launched March 2022)
▪ SmokefreeTeen – Next Legends landing page (launched May 2022)
▪ Expansion of SmokefreeTeen Vaping Cessation resources 
▪ SFGI reached its 20th anniversary, SFGI-VA SmokefreeVET Collaboration, and SFGI-CDC 

Collaboration reached its 10th anniversary

https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/campaign/tips/quit-smoking/national-texting-portal.html
https://therealcost.betobaccofree.hhs.gov/nextlegends
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FDA Updates

https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/ctp-newsroom

▪ In April 2022, FDA issued 
a news release proposing
product standards to 
prohibit menthol as a 
characterizing flavor in 
cigarettes and prohibit all 
characterizing flavors 
(other than tobacco) in 
cigars

▪ The public comment 
period closed August 
2022

▪ On March 17, 2023, the 
FDA issued two notices 
updating the definition of 
“tobacco product” in its 
existing regulations and 
guidances

▪ These new guidelines 
amend the April 14, 2022 
federal law that was 
passed in response to the 
increase of non-tobacco 
nicotine in popular 
tobacco products 

▪ Ongoing: the FDA is 
working to develop a 
proposed product 
standard that would 
establish a maximum 
nicotine level to reduce 
the addictiveness of 
cigarettes and certain 
other combusted tobacco 
products

Potential Nicotine StandardNon-Tobacco Nicotine ProductsMenthol in Cigarettes & Cigars

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-proposes-rules-prohibiting-menthol-cigarettes-and-flavored-cigars-prevent-youth-initiation
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/20/2023-03950/definition-of-the-term-tobacco-product-in-regulations-issued-under-the-federal-food-drug-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/20/2023-03951/definition-of-the-term-tobacco-product-in-guidances-issued-under-the-federal-food-drug-and-cosmetic
https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/ctp-newsroom/looking-back-looking-ahead-fdas-progress-tobacco-product-regulation-2022
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-announces-plans-proposed-rule-reduce-addictiveness-cigarettes-and-other-combusted-tobacco
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Alcohol Causes Increased Risk of Cancer at Seven Sites and is the 
Number Three Modifiable Risk Factor for Cancer

CA A Cancer J Clinicians, Volume: 68, Issue: 1, Pages: 31-54, First published: 21 November 2017

Proportion and number of cancer cases and deaths attributable to 
potentially modifiable risk factors in the United States
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Alcohol and Cancer

▪ NCI research areas include communication and awareness related to 
alcohol and cancer, such as uncertainty and complexity in relation to 
alcohol, cancer, and health outcomes at multiple levels; and 
decision-making processes and evaluation of the effects of warning 
labels and other communication strategies

▪ Relevant funding opportunities
▪ Alcohol and Cancer Control (NOT-CA-20-034)
▪ Public Policy Effects on Alcohol-, Cannabis-, Tobacco-, and Other 

Drug-Related Behaviors and Outcomes (NOT-AA-21-028)
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Weighted proportion of US American adults’ beliefs about 
how wine, beer, and liquor consumption affect cancer risk 
(error bars ¼ 95% CI)

▪ Results illustrate a lack of awareness 
that alcohol is a risk factor for cancer 

▪ Many believe that current labeling is 
not sufficient; a petition has been 
signed by various professional 
associations and societies, advocating 
for rotating warning labels

Current Label
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Changes in the Cannabis Landscape

▪ As of April 2023, 38 states, four territories, and the District of 
Columbia allow the medical use of cannabis products. In 
addition, 23 states, two territories, and the District of Columbia 
have enacted measures to regulate cannabis for adult non-
medical use 

▪ The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
(NASEM) is developing a report that will provide an objective and 
authoritative account of the experiences in states and localities 
in the United States that permit medical or non-medical (adult 
use) of cannabis and cannabinoids 

▪ The final report is tentatively scheduled for a fall 2024 release

2017 NASEM Report

The Health Effects of Cannabis 
and Cannabinoids provides a 

comprehensive review of 
scientific evidence related to 

the health effects and potential 
therapeutic benefits of 

cannabis



14

▪ Expires October 16, 2023; NCI and NIDA participating

▪ The RFAs will support research to develop, test, implement,                                                  
and evaluate behavioral tobacco cessation interventions for                                  
adolescents, with a focus on mid- to late adolescence                                       
(approximately 14-20 years old)

▪ Studies of interest include those that:

▪ Promote cessation of non-cigarette tobacco products (e.g., electronic nicotine delivery 
systems (ENDS), cigars, smokeless tobacco)

▪ Promote cessation in the context of dual and poly tobacco use
▪ Are tailored to subpopulations with elevated tobacco use rates (e.g., African American 

youth, American Indian/Alaska Native youth, LGBTQ youth, and youth with mental health 
conditions)

Pre-Application Webinar –
provided information about the 
companion Requests for 
Applications (RFAs), RFA-CA-22-
042 (R34 Clinical Trial Optional) 
and RFA-CA-22-043 (R01 Clinical 
Trial Required)

Webinar materials
available

Advancing Adolescent Tobacco Cessation Intervention Research 
RFA-CA-22-042; RFA-CA-22-043 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-CA-22-042.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-CA-22-043.html
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▪ Expired May 27, 2022

▪ Project titles:

▪ Characterizing cannabis use and its impact on smoking cessation among 
socioeconomically disadvantaged adults participating in smoking 
cessation treatment (PI: Kendzor)

▪ Determining the impact of cannabis use and severity on tobacco cessation outcomes: 
A prospective tobacco treatment trial (PI: McClure)

▪ Optimized chronic care for smokers: Developing and implementing integrated clinical and systems 
interventions in primary care (PI: Fiore)

▪ Predicting and understanding the use of nicotine products in a rapidly evolving nicotine marketplace: 
The International Nicotine Product, Policy, and Market  (INPAM) Study (PI: Cummings)

▪ ENDS use trajectories from adolescence through young adulthood: A longitudinal study of risk 
factors and profiles (PI: Harrell)

Questions related to cannabis
will be added to the next wave of 
the Health Information National 
Trends Survey, an NCI-funded 
and BRP-led nationally 
representative survey collecting 
data about the American public’s 
knowledge of, attitudes toward, 
and use of cancer- and health-
related information 

Administrative Supplements to Existing Patterns of Tobacco and 
Cannabis Use; NOT-CA-22-070

https://hints.cancer.gov/
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Selected CRAN-Relevant Funding Opportunities 
Shortened Title Announcement # Expires Contact

Revision Applications to Support Research on Prevention 
and Cessation of Menthol Cigarette Use in Populations that 
Experience Health Disparities

RFA-OD-23-015 June 20, 2023 Maria Roditis 
240-276-5326  
maria.roditis@nih.gov

Tobacco Control Policies to Promote Health Equity PAR-20-302
PAR-20-303

September 08, 
2023

Margaret Mayer
240-276-6433
margaret.mayer@nih.gov

Annette Kaufman
301-467-8521
kaufmana@mail.nih.gov

Notice of Special Interest: Public Policy Effects on Alcohol-, 
Cannabis-, Tobacco-, and Other Drug-Related Behaviors and 
Outcomes

NOT-AA-21-028 September 08, 
2024

Carolyn Reyes-Guzman
240-276-7244
carolyn.reyes-
guzman@nih.gov

Mentored Research Scientist Career Development Award in 
Tobacco Regulatory Research

RFA-OD-22-023
RFA-OD-22-024

March 13, 2025 Rachel Grana Mayne
240-276-5899
rachel.mayne@nih.gov

Advancing Adolescent Tobacco Cessation Intervention 
Research

RFA-CA-22-042
RFA-CA-22-043

October 16, 
2023

cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brp/funding/funding-opportunities

mailto:maria.roditis@nih.gov
mailto:margaret.mayer@nih.gov
mailto:kaufmana@mail.nih.gov
mailto:carolyn.reyes-guzman@nih.gov
mailto:rachel.mayne@nih.gov
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Shortened Title Announcement # Expires Contact

Pathway to Independence Award in Tobacco Regulatory 
Research

RFA-OD-22-025
RFA-OD-22-026

March 13, 2025 Rachel Grana Mayne
240-276-5899
rachel.mayne@nih.gov

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Electronic Nicotine 
Delivery Systems (ENDS) and Alternative Nicotine and 
Tobacco Delivery Systems: Population, Clinical and Applied 
Prevention Mechanisms of Health Effects

NOT-OD-22-023 May 09, 2024 Rachel Grana Mayne
240-276-5899
rachel.mayne@nih.gov

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Electronic Nicotine 
Delivery Systems (ENDS) and Alternative Nicotine and 
Tobacco Delivery Systems: Basic Mechanisms of Health 
Effects

NOT-OD-22-022 May 09, 2023 Ron Johnson
240-276-6250
rjohnso2@mail.nih.gov

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Alcohol and Cancer Control NOT-CA-20-034 September 09, 
2023

Tanya Agurs-Collins
240-276-6956
collinsta@nih.gov

David Berrigan
240-276-6752
berrigad@nih.gov

cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brp/funding/funding-opportunities

Selected CRAN-Relevant Funding Opportunities, cont’d. 

mailto:rachel.mayne@nih.gov
mailto:rachel.mayne@nih.gov
mailto:rjohnso2@mail.nih.gov
mailto:collinsta@nih.gov
mailto:berrigad@nih.gov
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Resources

September 21-22, 2023
Location: Natcher Conference Center, NIH 

Bethesda, MD
Website: HINTS meetings & trainings
Abstracts due May 31, 2023 

hints.cancer.gov cancercontrol.cancer.gov/tus-cps

https://hints.cancer.gov/meetings-trainings/2023-users-meeting.aspx
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Website: cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brp

Twitter: @NCIBehaviors

Newsletter: cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brpsubscribe

Get in touch!

https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brp
https://twitter.com/NCIBehaviors?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brpsubscribe
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Dr. William Klein 
Associate Director

Dr. Linda Nebeling
Deputy Associate

Director

Dr. Richard Moser
Fellowship Training/
Research Methods 

Coordinator

Dr. Paul Han
Senior Scientist

William Klein, Ph.D.

Associate Director

Behavioral Research Program

Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences

National Cancer Institute

kleinwm@mail.nih.gov

Meet our staff online and contact Program Directors: 
https://staffprofiles.cancer.gov/brp/prgmStaffHome.do

mailto:kleinwm@mail.nih.gov
https://staffprofiles.cancer.gov/brp/prgmStaffHome.do
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