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BRP organizational structure

The Behavioral Research Program (BRP) initiates, supports, and 
evaluates a comprehensive program of research including basic 
behavioral and psychological science as well as the development, 
testing, and dissemination of interventions in cancer control areas 
such as tobacco use, diet and energy balance, and sun protection.

https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brp/
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Behavioral Research Program leadership team 

View the complete BRP staff list with research areas and contact information at 

https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brpstaff

Linda Nebeling

Deputy Associate

Director

Richard Moser
Fellowship Training/

Research Methods Coordinator

Susan Czajkowski

Health Behaviors 

Research Branch

Michele Bloch

Tobacco Control 

Research Branch

Robin 

Vanderpool

Health 

Communication 

and Informatics 

Research Branch

Paige Green

Basic 

Biobehavioral 

and 

Psychological 

Sciences Branch

William Klein 

Associate Director
Paul Han

Senior Scientist

https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brpstaff


5

Selected research priorities: Behavioral targets

▪ Perceptual and cognitive issues in cancer detection and diagnosis

▪ Accelerated aging

▪ Decision making (e.g., palliative care)

▪ Health misinformation

▪ Dyadic processes

▪ Genetics of weight loss

▪ Racism and health



6

Selected research priorities: Behavioral targets

▪ Tobacco cessation and control

▪ Diet, weight, and physical activity

▪ Sun protection and exposure

▪ Virus exposure and vaccination

▪ Sleep hygiene

▪ Medication adherence

▪ Use of and reactions to genetic/genomic information

▪ Alcohol
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Growing momentum to better address alcohol in cancer 
prevention and control

▪ U.K. and Australian leadership

▪ AICR Third Expert Report 2018 recommendation 

▪ New epidemiological results and syntheses

▪ Media and popular interest
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Cancer incidence and mortality related to alcohol use

▪ Globally, alcohol causes 5.5% of new cancer diagnoses and 5.8% of 

all cancer deaths 

▪ In the U.S., 4.0% of cancer deaths attributable to alcohol 

▪ Absolute numbers: breast (5,250-7,570), head/neck (4,210-4,750), 

esophagus (2,180-2,780), colon/rectum (4,590-8,100), liver (2,540-

5,420)

Praud et al., 2016; Islami et al., 2018
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Contribution to the overall burden of disease:
United States 2014 

Islami et al., 2018
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Alcohol and Cancer: 

A Statement of the American 

Society of Clinical Oncology. 

LoConte et al., 2018.

“Alcohol drinking is an 

established risk factor for several 

malignancies, and it is a 

potentially modifiable risk factor 

for cancer.”
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Awareness in the U.S.

▪ American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) National Cancer Opinion 

Survey

▪ 2017 – 30% believe alcohol “increases a person’s risk of getting cancer”

▪ American Institute for Cancer Research (AICR)

▪ Assessed bi-annually since 2001

▪ Continued low awareness relative to

tobacco, obesity
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Awareness of the link between 

alcohol consumption and cancer 

across the world: A review. 

Scheideler, Klein, 2018.

“In general, although 

awareness appears to be 

increasing in many countries, 

at least half or more of the 

population does not consider 

alcohol to be a risk factor for 

cancer.”
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NCI partnership and resources HINTS routinely collects nationally 

representative data about the American 

public’s use of cancer-related 

information

Surveillance of awareness/behavior 

items about alcohol included in 2003, 

2017, 2019, and 2020 collections



Advancing the science and awareness of alcohol as a 

risk factor for cancer

▪ Panels and sessions at scientific conferences 

▪ HINTS data analyses

▪ Natural experiment evaluation

▪ JAMA Viewpoint 

▪ Alcohol and Cancer NOSI 

▪ Alcohol and tobacco supplements and 

workgroup



Alcohol as a Target for 

Cancer Prevention and 

Control: Research 

Challenges

Virtual webinar

December 18, 2020

Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences
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Research challenges in alcohol and cancer across the 
cancer control continuum

▪ Improve measurement of alcohol behavior and better understand 

mechanisms linking alcohol and cancer

▪ More research on alcohol drinking and outcomes in cancer 

patients and survivors

▪ Research on communication and awareness related to alcohol and 

cancer is relatively sparse 

▪ Need to fully inform policymakers
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Selected funding opportunities for alcohol and cancer 
research

Title Announcement # Contact

Alcohol and Cancer Control NOT-CA-20-034 Tanya Agurs-Collins

collinsta@mail.nih.gov

Stimulating Innovations in Behavioral 

Intervention Research for Cancer Prevention 

and Control

PAR-19-309 (R21 Clinical 

Trial Optional)

Tanya Agurs-Collins

collinsta@mail.nih.gov

Innovative Approaches to Studying Cancer 

Communication in the New Media 

Environment

PAR-19-348 (R01 Clinical 

Trial Optional) and PAR-

19-349 (R21 Clinical Trial 

Optional)

Kelly Blake

kelly.blake@nih.gov

Public Policy Effects on Alcohol-, Cannabis-, 

Tobacco-, and Other Drug-Related Behaviors 

and Outcomes

NOT-AA-21-028 Carolyn Reyes-Guzman

reyesguzmancm@mail.nih.gov

Modular R01s in Cancer Control and 

Population Science

PAR-21-190 (R01 Clinical 

Trial Optional)

Scott Rogers

rogerssc@mail.nih.gov

mailto:collinsta@mail.nih.gov
mailto:collinsta@mail.nih.gov
mailto:Kelly.blake@nih.gov
mailto:reyesguzmancm@mail.nih.gov
mailto:rogerssc@mail.nih.gov
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