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The 50th Anniversary of the National Cancer Act is an 
opportunity to commemorate the tremendous progress made in 
cancer research, consider the needs that remain, and affirm our 

unwavering commitment to patients.

The 10th Anniversary of the Center for Global Health is an 
opportunity to recognize and build on prior successes, learn 
from past failures, and ultimately achieve the impact that 

improves people’s lives worldwide. 
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Global cancer research successes, failures, and inequities
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Burkitt, Br J  Surg 1958

Dalla-Favera et al,
Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 1982

Ziegler, N Engl J Med 1977

Epstein, Achong, Barr, Lancet 1964

Roschewski et al, J Clin Oncol 2020Minard-Colin et al, 
N Engl J Med 2020

Grande et al, Blood 2019
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A compelling counterpoint

emilywhiteheadfoundation.org
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Excerpts from the National Cancer Act of 1971

SEC. 407.

(b) In carrying out the National Cancer Program, the Director of the 
National Cancer Institute shall:

(4) Collect, analyze, and disseminate all data useful in the prevention, 
diagnosis, and treatment of cancer, including the establishment of an 
international cancer research data bank to collect, catalog, store, and 
disseminate insofar as feasible the results of cancer research 
undertaken in any country for the use of any person involved in 
cancer research in any country.

(6) Support research in the cancer field outside the United States by 
highly qualified foreign nationals which research can be expected to 
inure to the benefit of the American people; support collaborative 
research involving American and foreign participants; and support 
the training of American scientists abroad and foreign scientists in 
the United States.

cancer.gov/about-nci/overview/history/national-cancer-act-1971

https://www.cancer.gov/about-nci/overview/history/national-cancer-act-1971
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Creation of NCI Center for Global Health

…we have recently established the NCI Center for Global Health, 
which will develop an appropriate research strategy to help 
incorporate cancer control into global health programs; foster 
relevant research activities throughout the NCI’s own extramural 
and intramural divisions; and work closely with the many potential 
collaborators who have displayed an interest in shared objectives.

Strikingly, many…questions are not only relevant to cancer in the 
developing world, they address problems that can be solved only by 
giving more attention to cancers in other parts of the globe.

Varmus, Trimble, Sci Transl Med 2011
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LMICs will have 69% of global cancer deaths by 2040
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Marked cancer service disruptions reported by LMICs due to COVID as of 9/2020 

Villain et al, Int J Cancer 2021

*Administrative Supplement 
Opportunity to Study the 
Impact of COVID-19 on Global 
Cancer Prevention and Control
(NOT-CA-21-033)
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NCI mission

Lead, conduct, and support cancer research across the nation 
to advance scientific knowledge and help all people live 
longer, healthier lives.

CGH mission

Support the NCI mission by advancing global cancer research, 
and by coordinating NCI engagement in global cancer control.

CGH vision

Reduced worldwide cancer suffering through global scientific 
discovery and dissemination.

CGH core values

Impact, equity, collaboration

Mission,
vision,
values
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Research

Support innovative, impactful research that (a) addresses key scientific 
issues in global cancer control and/or (b) leverages unique or unusual 
scientific opportunities afforded by collaboration with global partners.

Research training

Support cancer research training that enables equitable, impactful 
scientific collaboration with global partners.

Dissemination

Promote the integration of current scientific knowledge into global 
cancer control policies and practice.

Partnerships

Represent the NCI and promote its engagement with key partners in 
global cancer research and control.

Goals
Primary focus 
on LMICs for 
CGH-led 
programs
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Research themes and programs

▪ Cancer Prevention, Detection, Diagnosis, and Treatment Technologies for Global Health (RFA-CA-21-030)
▪ Notice of Special Interest: Innovative Molecular Analysis Technologies for Low-Resource Settings Globally (NOT-CA-21-025)
▪ Harnessing Data Science for Health Discovery and Innovation in Africa (RFA-RM-20-015/016/017/018)
▪ Mobile Health: Technology and Outcomes in Low- and Middle-Income Countries (PAR-19-376)
▪ Cancer Prevention, Diagnosis, and Treatment Technologies for Low-Resource Settings SBIR/STTR (PA-18-801/18-802)

▪ Intramural collaborations with CCR/DCEG investigators
▪ Household air pollution multi-country intervention trial through Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases

▪ Administrative Supplement Opportunity to Support Global Cancer Stigma Research (NOT-CA-21-026)
▪ Administrative Supplement to Stimulate or Strengthen Global Cancer Health Disparities Research (NOT-CA-20-032)

▪ Supplements to Promote Clinical Research Studies on Pediatric Burkitt Lymphoma in Low- and Middle-Income 
Countries (PA-16-086)

▪ Tobacco Cessation, HIV, and Comorbidities in LMICs (RFA-CA-20-037)
▪ Dissemination and Implementation Science for Cancer Prevention and Control in Low-Resource Environments 

(NOT-CA-20-025)

Accelerate innovative, effective, and 
deployable technologies for global cancer 

control.

Accelerate global cancer implementation 
science.

Understand and address global cancer health 
disparities.

Increase support for cancer clinical trials in 
LMICs. 

Increase understanding of cancer etiology and 
biology through collaboration with global 

investigators and populations. 
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Accelerating portable thermocoagulator 
development to ablate cervical precancer 

Pinder et al, Lancet Oncol 2019

Evaluating cancer-associated biomarkers in the Household 
Air Pollution Intervention Network multicenter study

Sambandam et al, BMC Public Health 2020
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• Strengthening Institutional Capacity to Conduct Global 
Cancer Research (RFA-CA-20-031)

• International Research Scientist Development Award (PAR-
21-104/105)

• Emerging Global Leader Award (PAR-19-051/098)

• Cancer Research Training Travel Awards for LMIC 
Investigators (extramural)

• Short-Term Scientist Exchange Program (intramural)

Research training

Supporting cellular therapy collaborations between CCR and Indian 
investigators 
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• International Cancer Control Partnership

• International Cancer Screening Network

• WHO Collaborating Center

• Annual Symposium on Global Cancer Research

Dissemination

Convening the global cancer research and control community to highlight 
progress

Emphasizing the continued importance of cancer control during COVID-19
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• NCI-Designated Cancer Centers Global Oncology Survey

• International Cancer Research Partnership

• IARC Medium-Term Strategy Working Group

• International agreement and collaboration support for NCI

Partnerships
Increased cancer research productivity in Ireland after the 
All-Ireland Cancer Consortium

Documenting and supporting the growth 
of global oncology at NCI-designated 
cancer centers

Abudu et al, J Glob Oncol 2019

Lewison et al, Eur J Cancer 2020
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Conclusions

• NCA50 and CGH10 present important opportunities 
for a renewed and ambitious strategy for global health 
at NCI

• This effort is central to the NCI mission and its 
scientific, humanitarian, and equity goals

• CGH seeks to lead an agenda to realize these 
opportunities and address critical gaps

• This will require leveraging all of NCI and its many 
external partners
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