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21st Century Cures Act - orange

Childhood Cancer Initiative - green 
NCI Appropriations 
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NCI Research Project Grants (RPG) Funding and R01 Paylines 

* RPG funding levels exclude small business grant set-asides.
† FY 2021 appropriations not yet finalized. 
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NCI Response to COVID-19

• SARS-CoV-2 serology research

• NCI COVID-19 in Cancer Patients Study (NCCAPS)

• Guidance and special procedures for cancer clinical 

trials 

• Flexibilities and opportunities for grantees

• Genomic studies of COVID-19 outcomes

cancer.gov/coronavirus-researchers
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Adapting Clinical Trials during the Pandemic

• Patient care can be transferred to different 

participating study sites

• Local healthcare providers can provide study 

activities to provide continuity of care 

(oversight by responsible investigator)

• NCI and trial sites can ship oral drugs directly 

to patients

• Alternative procedures that do not 

compromise safety or the integrity of the study 

will be considered minor deviations

• NCI CIRB supports “remote” informed 

consent: telephone discussion in conjunction 

with patient signature on written document 
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Supplemental funding from Congress

• Enacted April 24th

• $306M for NCI to 
develop, validate, 
improve, and implement
serological testing and 
associated technologies

• COVID-19-focused and 
distinct from annual 
appropriation
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SeroNet 
Serological Sciences 
Network

• Grants (U54s and U01s)

• Contracts (CBCs)

• National Laboratory

Launched October 8
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NCI COVID-19 in Cancer Patients Study (NCCAPS)

810
TRIAL SITES 

ACTIVATED 

IN 

49
STATES AND 

PUERTO RICO
No site in WV. 

283
PATIENTS

SCREENED

224
ENROLLED

Figures as of October 29, 2020. 
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NCTN Trial Accrual: 
Weekly totals 2/3/20 to 11/1/20
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Lowest weekly intervention accrual was 151 patients during the 

week of 4/13 to 4/19, which represents a drop of 47% from the 

weekly accrual average in February 2020
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New CTAC Ad Hoc Working Group on Cancer 
Screening Trials

• Approved by NCAB in October 

• First virtual meeting November 18

• Chair: Nancy E. Davidson, M.D.

• Will consider TMIST first

Charge 

To advise on the real-

world impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on 

screening trials; on 

scientific questions that 

may be answered; and on 

strategies and timeline for 

their completion. 
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New CTAC Ad Hoc Working Group on Cancer 
Screening Trials

Chair: Nancy E. Davidson, M.D.

Otis W. Brawley, M.D.

Abenaa M. Brewster, M.D., M.H.S. 

Susan G. Braun

Deborah Watkins Bruner, R.N., Ph.D.

Ruth Etzioni, Ph.D.

Herbert Kressel, M.D.

Terry P. Mamounas, M.D., M.P.H.  

Larry Norton, M.D.

Augusto C. Ochoa, M.D.

Electra D. Paskett, Ph.D.

Gloria M. Petersen, Ph.D.

Edward Sickles, M.D.

Larissa Korde, M.D.

Worta McCaskill-Stevens, M.D., M.S. 

Sheila A. Prindiville, M.D.
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Telehealth & Cancer Care Delivery 

Request for Information – July 2020
Scientific Gaps and Research Needs Related to 

Delivery of Cancer-related Care via Telehealth 

(Notice NOT-CA-20-080)

Telehealth and Cancer Care Delivery Webinar Series

COVID-19 Pandemic: Natural Experiment in Rural Cancer 

Care Telehealth Capacity

• October 30. Event recording available soon.

Self-Management to Optimize Survivorship Care and 

Outcomes in Lung and Colorectal Cancer

• February 4, 2021

Additional events to follow; healthcaredelivery.cancer.gov/ 



Lung cancer mortality

AUGUST 13, 2020
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Cancer Grand Challenges – NCI/CRUK Partnership

• 9 Grand Challenges inviting novel 

ideas from multidisciplinary 

research teams from around the 

world that offer the potential to make 

bold advances in cancer research 

and improve outcomes for people 

affected by cancer.

• Expressions of interest accepted 

until April 22, 2021 

Visi t  cancer.gov 



Ensuring 

Diversity of 

Thought and 

Background in 

the Cancer 

Research 

Workforce  

Promoting an 

Inclusive and 

Equitable 

Community at 
NCI 

Enhancing 

Research to 

Address Cancer 

Health 

Disparities 

NCI Equity & Inclusion Program

Equity Council
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Faculty Institutional Recruitment for 
Sustainable Transformation

• NIH Common Fund Initiative

commonfund.nih.gov/first

• 12 staggered awards: 4 per year x 3 years

• Highly Resourced Institutions (HRI) and 

Limited-Resourced Institutions (LRI) may 

apply independently or in partnership 

• Develop and implement faculty cohort 

models for the simultaneous hiring of a 

diverse group of research faculty

• Programming to reduce isolation, increase 

community building, and foster career 

advancement

• See NOT-RM-20-023

FIRST

• Foster sustainable 

institutional culture change 

• Promote inclusive 

excellence by hiring a 

diverse cohort of new 

faculty

• Support faculty 

development, mentoring, 

sponsorship, and 

promotion



The Act united patients, scientists, doctors, industry and government 
all under one vision.

The National Cancer Act — A Watershed Moment

Accelerated research 
on prevention, 

screening, 
diagnosis, and 

treatment of cancer.

Increased support for 
basic research, 

providing a critical 
underpinning to our 

cancer progress.

Created the nation’s 
clinical trials network, 

leading to practice-
changing trials for 

patients.

Established the NCI-
designated Cancer 
Centers Program of 
world-class institutes, 
driving research and 

patient care.

Focused conversation 
on prevention as part 

of the cancer 
continuum.

Created Frederick 
National Lab, the first 

government lab for 
targeted, high priority 

cancer projects.

Built SEER and 
improved cancer 

registries.



To  ign i te  ent h u s iasm for  
sc ient i f i c  research  an d  fu n d in g  

Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the 
National Cancer Act

to  cont in u e  t h e  f ight  aga in st  can cer  

o f  d iverse  ta lent
an d  in s p i re  t h e  n ex t  ge n e rat ion
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The 50th anniversary of the National Cancer Act is an 

opportunity to commemorate the tremendous 

progress made in cancer research, consider the 

needs that remain, and affirm our unwavering 

commitment to people with cancer.
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Discussion


